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Begular services were firet held in the parish in 1928. A
brand=new Churcheroom in White's Line East was dedicated by Arche
deacon Allan M. Johngon at an afterncon service on Jumary 29th,
the Sunday nearest 5t Paul's Day. Probably the name 'St Paul®s’
was given to the Church because of this assocliation; but whatever
the reason, the name of the Church in this area has always been,
and ctill remains, 8t Pauls,

At this time, and for the next eighteen years, Walwhetu was
part of the parich of S8t Jamee's, Lower Hutt, the mother Church of
the lower Valley. oJervices were the respounsivllity of the clergy
of 0t James's; and in carrying out their task they were supnorted
by lay readers of thal Church and by other helpers from the
faivhetu area.

The nsecd for & Church was created by the opening up of the
area for settlement when the new reilway was built as far as
Yaterloo. Prior to this the area that now forme the parish was
meinly farm lands or market gardens, with closest settlement in
the udaori 2lock bounded by Waiwhetu Road, White's Line Zast, and
the Waiwhetu stream. LLe site for tus Churci was bought by the
vestry of St James's, and the cost of the bullding was met for
the most part by the efforts of the ladies of the parish. Hembers
of the vestry supervised t:e building of the Churcheroom, and were
helped by mea of the Anglican families who had settled in the afd~
trict. As in other new settlements families were busy getting
their homes in order; and it says much for their enthusiasm, and
for the prevision of the vestry of St James's, that the Churche
room was got ready for worship agearly as Jemuary 1928. The rail-
wvoy to Waterloo was only opensd in May 1927, and naturally enough
there was little house building before then.
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Zhe records show that services were regularly held in the
newly-dedicated Churcherocm, beginning with weskly evensong, and
Holy Coammunion at 8 asms on the firet Sunday of the months The
original building was a plain rectangle, with a porch, kitchen,
and toilets attached at one cormer, the eantrance being from
Hawking Street. The White's Line frontage presented a formidadle
obatacle in a big open dAitch which carried stomm-water from the
area down to the Awamita stream, by this time bridged by the
White's Line ramp. Ae the only Hall in the area east of the ralle
way line, the Churcheroom was ig demand not merely for the social
and Smndey school activities of Church members, but for a variety
of other purposes such as meetings of the Townswomen's Guild, a
Lodge, patherings of Sports clubs, and later a Kindergarten. For
& long time, indeed, thore wue a couflict between the decire of the
Church comnittiee tc reserve the bRilding for worship, and the
pleadings of other soclial or educational groups that lacked a

home of their own. 7o preserve some necessary decorum, the altar
was a wall fixture with foldiug doors which could be closed when
the Church-room Decame a all for secular purposes; and the
'sanctuary' was a platfoma or stuge at the White's Line end of
the building with short steps against either wall.

In 1950=-51 an extra 'Small Hall' was added at the White's
Lins end, with entry from the stage. Several years later again
a Chancel was added, with choir stalls, sanctuary, and organ, this
time ot the northern (Hawkins Street) end. The dedication service
for this Chancel wus in Hovember 1940, This addition enabled the
cupboard altar to be removed to the sanctusyy; but for & number
of years folding screens shut off the Chancel from the body of
the Church wvhen the Hall was used for other purposes. The stage

was finelly removed in 1948,

The Small Hall -~ very valusble for vunday school purposes
and other activities - went through several changes. The addition
of the Chancel at the other end of the lall led to a re-designing
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of the 'exits and entrances'. The entry from the Hawkins Street
end became the choir door, and the littie porch was adied to the

still smaller vesiry Lo make a kitchen-cumevestry for the choir

and clergy. The main entry for the congregation was at first by

a oide door into the emall fall; but when the stage wus removed in
1940 double doors were cut tirough the White's Line wall and also
into the main Hall., A little porch was added at the White's Line
end; and then the small Hall became that porch of happy memory for
the many parishioners who stopped behind af'ter service for the
weekly chate

For about ten years after 1928 services were taken by the
clergy of 8t James's assisted by a number of lay readeps; but this
part of the parish was not assigned ites very omn clergy until the
arrival of the Rev WeS.l.Hurst from Irelaand in 1958 to take up a
curacy at St Jamcs's. DBut after having weathered the years of the
Vepression, the parish wue scon L0 suwirer sguin Irom the dar. Nr
Haret took almocd cvery service till he joined the Armed Forces as
e chaplain carly in 1940; and till he returaed in 1945, arrange-
ments for services were as they had been prior to his coming. Iis
return to work ia Walwhetu paved the way for the flirst great change
in the status of 8¢t Paul's - {o that of a Parochial District
instead of an Outpost of St James's,

Yo justify tnles change there had 40 be a vicarage; and there
wes no room for it at White's Line, There should also be a Hall
distinet from the Church which should be reserved for worahip.
The Churcheroom was intended to be the Hall; dbut vhere should the
Church go? After some hesitation tne present site at the corner of
Outhrie Street and Waiwhetu Road was bought in 1943, large enough
for Hall and vicarsge as well as Church. There followed much
argunent on priorities. A vicarage necessarily came first, and
Mr Harst and family duly took possession in 1947, But what should
come next? A Church, leaving the bullding at Wnite's Line as &
Hall? Or a Hall, wiich might comnit us to go without a new Chuarch
for some time? Or should we dispose of the White's Line property
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site? The problem wus not eusy. IThere was practicelly no money

except what was tied up in the White's Line property, which had
appreciated consideradly in value.

Cn the Guthrie Street eite were two old cottages which were
&lso bought. Une was used to put the other in reasonsble order,
and St Paul's House was born. To this mmall butaccommodating old
building were transferred muny of the activities that had been de-
veloped at White's Line, including the Weekday Kindergarten. Pose-
iblyttiae usefulness of this old house, and the increasing demands
on it, were the ractors that decfded the vestry to give next priority
to & Hall; and (he parishioners endorsed their decision in June 19568,
There was still very little money availsble; but the cost would be
much reduced if the groater part of the work were done Ly the mn-
paid labour of parishioners. dome aseistance was expected, and was
indeed obtained, from Gévermnment, wijich was preparved to assgist a
venture that promised to be of value to the ever-iuncreasing juvenile
population of the district, Other sssistance came f'vom merchants
and tradesmen; and & loan was avaliable from biocesan tunds. The
foundations were dug in Decembder 1962; and in Juusry 1966 the Hall
was dedicated by Archbishop Owen, and officially opened by the Ht.
Hon. Walter Hash. The intervening two yeurs were times of great
aclivity on Saturdsys; for the whole of Lhe work, except ror msking
and siting the roof trusses and fixing the tiled roof, was done by
men of the parish, with real and tangible encouragement fram the
ladien,

S0 in 1906 we had a commcdious lall, a good vicarage, and a
most useful 5t Paul's House, all on the Guthrie Strect - Waiwhetu
Road corner. The Church stood alone, & good quarter mile away on
White's Line. There was still ample room for & Church on the new

site - and still no money. PFurther, there was & fast developing
provlem in our own Outpost over the Hill. velnulowata was within



the boundaries of the Parochial Listrict of Waiwhetu, and its probe
lems took up some of the time of the vestry, though the .nglicans
over there showed a gplendid spirit of velf-help. SDecause of the
increasing work in the whole area, the vestry had alreedy - in 1964 -
comdtied 1teself to the appointment and payment of a parich assistant,
The apvoinigent of a curate was also under consideration, and he was
indeed appointed in 19066, in the sanme nmonih as the debt on the nsw
Hall was finally extinguished. Yet the apparentliy unpromising
financial prospect did not dbScourage the parishionsrs #ho, al a
special mecting &n October 19656, instructed the vestry to go ahead
with plaus and estimates for & new Church. Iundeed, spurred on by
kr Glesen, their sights were to be raised beyond sn estimste of
£16000 At this time the lew Charch Building Fuand had only a few
hundred pounds; but there would be sunething availsble from Diocesan
funds -« periaps - or at least permlsalon would be granted Lo go
ahead with a morigage if a reagonable amount were subscribede.

in Decewdber A6 dr end Mre dilceen sach gave £100 to the Few
Charch Fuad, 2y March 1956 contact had been made with the architect,
and pluns were being considered. 7This was the year of the Wells
organisation; but the vestry decided to go thelr own way., The
perish was to be canvassed héuse by house, Iy the end of the year
21552 had Leen subscribed. Then the next greatl declsion was takens
to scll the section at White's Line but to remove the Church - the
350 year old Church—room with ite more wodern adlitions - to the site
ocoupied by Ot Paul's House, leaving room for the new Church when
it could be built. The Fund venefited Ly about 54000 from this
transaction; and Ly now almost L8000 more was in hand from other
gources. Ot Paul's House, less the two back roums sad the verandsh,
was shifted to the resar of the new Lall, and later was joined to it.
All Chupch activities were now on one site; and parishioners were
preparing to take a deep breath before plunging inito furtier activ-
ities that would make the New Church Fund grow steadily to the re-
quired figure in perhaps five years when, in December 1357, uUrs
Giesen made her generous end breath~-taxing gift of £86000.
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lio pump-priming could have been more effective. krs Giesen
may well have been pleased with the excitement and the renewed fer-
vour that her giftugencrated. The S-year plan wus thrown overboard,
and the timing was changed to 'as soon as possible'. With more
than £12000 in hand, the time for approving plans and calling for
tenders was clearly very close. Immediately after the Caristmas
and New Year holidays another speclal meeting of parishioners was
called, when the plans were fully considered and aprroved. The
parish was to be thoroughly canvassed again, and this was to be
preceded by a Pardsh Dimner, which was in fact held in May 1968,
A estrong committee under the genersl chaimmanship of Mr Giesen set
‘Operation Progress' in motion with the avewed aim of having sufe
ficient funds in hand to permit the new Church to be stamted that
Year. "The dinner", as the next Jangal Report of the churchwardens
put it, "although criticised st the time in certain guarters, proved
an outstanding success, aad has greatly coantributed towards the
bonds of family 1ife within the parish.¥ In a more material way
it contribited to the success of the canvasses, which was suffioc-
iently encouraging to permit the Foundation Stone of the lew Church
to be laid by Bishop Rich oa Saturday, 15 Hovember, 1958,

lieantime vast progress was being made in anothoer sector of the
parisn activities. When 5t Paul's bdecame a Parechial District in
1946, Waimuiomate fell within its bDoundaries and was adainistered
as an Outpost of St Paul's in much the same way as 5t Pmul's in
earlier years had been an Outpost of ot James's. Ot Jomn's, Wailnui-
omata, had its own Church comuittee which attended as far as poss~
ivle to its own affaire, and made an appropriate contribution to
the funds of the combined district. The vicar of St Paul's wus
egually vicar of St John's and took services there; and other ser-
vices were taken by lay readers from St Paul's, and later by Mr
Wilkinson, who lived in, and worked for, Waimniomats. When the
history of the Anglican Church in Wailmuiomata comes to be written
there will be a grand story of local AnSerest and local effort to
unfold. Growth of population was as rapid in that valley after

1946 as 1t had been in the Hutt after 1988; and the energy of
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local parishioners kept pace with that growth.

Por a time services were held in the loesl Hall, used the
previous evening as & cinema, or perhaps for a dance. Hecessarily
far from clean, it wes not an encouraging place in which to hold
Sunday services. But guite soon plans were in hand for a new
Chupch-room on part of the property acguired in 18946, There was,
however, a frustrating period before the bullding was completed
and dedicated in Pebruary 1958, In 1966, the Wailnuiomata comnittee
were considering and eventually buying more sectione in the northern
part of their widespread township; sand such was thelr growth and
Wamtmmtthuuplmwmwta
an egqual status with 5¢ Faul's - both sub-districts of lhe sume
parochial district. That yave them a vestry and churchwardens in
goodtmwedpbmuwmthbm“mthm.m

Prom that point until 1 June 1959, when Welmuiomata Lecams a
separate parochisl district, there was a central comnitice Lo main=-
tain watch over the financial arrangements of both sub-dlstricts.
Thereafter, the history of Waimuiomata is no longsr closely linked
with that of 5t Paul's, and we leave it at that point, except to
goy that the vicarage duilt next the Church-room in 19567 was Tirst
ocoupied by the curate of 8t Paul's, who took will Rim o what was
to become his own domain the hard-working aund effécient parish
assistant - also of this parisih.

We return to 5t Paul's, and the year 1969, An overdraft of
nwm-uwummm.mmmwm
with confidence the task of paying it off within 4 years at bje
Contributions througn 'Uperation Progress’' mmounted to L3870 ior
the complete 12 montus - a staggering sum compared with annual re-
ceipts of not long before, yet less than the sum promised. Dut
reslisation of the sharee given by Mre Glesen provided more than
m.mwm.muomuwummmun
about 18 months, The building of the Church went on without in~
cidmtdnringﬁ”;mdthomﬁvmldmth.pmdou-



pletion long before the explry date of September 1960, with an est-
imated maximum overdraf't of £8000., MNeantime, enrly in 1959, My
Giesen had made a princely gif't of £3000 for a Pipe Organ; and,
after lengthy consideration of loesl and U.K.quotations, an order
was placed for the construction of the organ with an Aucikland fiwsm,
The new Church was rising to its stately height in solid reinforced
coucrete on the corner of tue section, while the little cold Church,
with its tiny belfry and ite sguat and somewhat drad appearance,
nestled against it on the soulhern sides llext came the Hall, still
wemumaqormum,nmmmatm's
House at its far end. And Lehind the Charch the vicarage stood out
as & further reminder that here in very truth was tae heart and
centre of the parish.

Bnguiries were already being made about the finul dhsoposal of
the S3-year-old Church; and an offer was made by our friends of the
ReCoChareh across the road to buy it for removal, This offer was
accepted; and in due course, arfler the new Church wis completed and
occupled, the building that had served us so well since 1928 proudly
| took to e rosd once more, retraced its steps down Waiwhetu Road
to the corner, haited to give one backward look to its old site on
White's Line, then turned dway down the Wainui Road to what may well
be iis last resting place ot the parish school.

"Af'ter the new Church was completed", The wsather was kind
that first winter of the building, and progress was ashead of sched-
ule. Contract date was in September; but in fact the Church wus
dedicated on 15 Jusne of 1960. Udeantime the vestry had beean consid-
ering a Chime of “ells for whicl provision had been made in the
Tower of the Church, Zarly in 1959 enquiries were made of a fimm
of Belle-founders in Loughborough, idngland; but the cost of a full
Chime of 8 bells - about £1000 - was more than the vestry thought
they should comnit the parishioners to while there was still a con=-
siderable debt on the Church. But one bell was ordered - the 'B'
bell - and it was snipped from Zngland in March 1960 in time for it
to ring ocut the call for parishioners to attend the dedicatlons
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But the Giesens had not yet reached the limit of their

astounding genercsity. The Pipe Organ was on order, but it would
be mnother two years before 1t was lastalleds A full peal, which
wonld carry its message across the parish, sspecially to an ailing
man in Tawa Street, could be brought into operation in less than
half the time., So in June 1560 Mr Giesen gave anotiher £1000; the
remaining seven bells were ilmmediately ordered, and were in action
early in 1961; and ¥r Gilesen found the extra 247 that they cost
over and above his initial gift.

Then in Janmmary 1961, Mrs Giesen made a further donation =
this time no less than £10000 — which cleared all debt on the Church,
provided a large amount for interior furnishings, anfl left over a
falp round sum of £2500 as the '"Winifred L. Giesen Endowment's The
farnishings bought from this gift include a beautirul 45" brass
cross and matching candlesticks for the sltar, and Wilton carpet -
more than 160 yurds of it - for the body of the Caurch, and another
20 pewse.

S0 the new Church was consecrated Ly the Eilshop of Wellington
on 1 May 1961, Just one-third of a century hed passed since
services began in this part of tue Valley in the wocdean Church-room
built largely by the men of the parish, Just one-third of a century-
less than half a lifetime - had becn nceded to ralse the aea from
an Outpoet of 0t James's to a Ml and independemt parish,
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